
This vineyard, originally a fruit orchard, has been farmed organically for more than 40 years with 
soils that are high in nutrients and quite porous. The west side vineyard location of our Whispering 
Hill Organic Merlot results in a significant amount of morning sun exposure, giving way to the 
shade by afternoon. This leads to late ripening fruit that is more delicate and intensely flavourful. 

The hillsides are dotted by dense stands of Ponderosa pine and Douglas fir. Their swaying 
motion and the stillness in the area inspired the name Whispering Hill. The No. 39 image 

reflects the rough and seamless nature of cover crops in the organic vineyard rows, one of 
our sustainability practices.

2013 ORGANIC MERLOT

A reflection of Proprietor Anthony von Mandl’s vision from three decades ago, the Terroir Collection showcases 
the Okanagan Valley's unique microclimates and diversity with each wine featuring a photographic image 
echoing an aspect of its home. 

The top 3% of our estate fruit is hand-selected for these wines by our winemaker and each individual lot is carefully 
tasted throughout the winemaking process to ensure its quality level before the final blend. The first step begins 
in the vineyards where we examine soil type, matching that with the clone by specific varietal, adapting to the 
climate, vineyard altitude and aspect, and the intense vine devotion that is a result of our careful precision farming. 
Because of this meticulous care, each offering is limited. 

For us, the Terroir Collection is the heart of our passion.

Elevation: 355m – 380m   
Estate: Oliver West, 100% Certified Organic
Aged: 15 months in 100% French oak, 20% new 
Clonal Selection: French ENTAV Clones 181 and 347
Canopy: All steel trellis to support organic farming; VSP and cane pruned. 
Soil: Site is atop an alluvial fan from Reid Creek that runs through the estate. Rocky, 
well-drained soil high in organic matter and nutrients. Organically farmed.
Climate: Semi-arid with little rainfall; desert conditions with cool nights, sunny days.
Flavour Profile: Sleek and fleshy with black cherry and red plum aromas. Well-struc-
tured flavours of red currant, blueberries, cinnamon, mocha, and a hint of earth.
Harvested: Late October 2013
ABV: 14% | TA: 5.8 g/L | pH: 3.75
Barrels Produced: 19
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